
FEDERAL EI.ECTION COMMISSION 
WA5HiNCICN. D.C 20463 

February 29,2000 

Dear h%r. Christensen: 

On May 13, 1999, the Federal E'Eection Commission received your complaint ailegiing 
certain violations ofthe Federal Election Campaign Act af 1971, as amended ("the Act"). 

After considering &e circmstmces ofthis matter, the Commission kas determined to 
exercise its prosecutoRa1 discretion sand to take no action against the respondents. & attached 
wrative. Accordingly, the CQK~III~~S~O.E~~ C~OS~A its file in this Matter on Fe:bruna)s 29,200. 
'This matter will become part ofthe public record Gain 30 days. 

The Act allows a complainant to seek judicial: review ofthe Commission's dismissal of 
this action. &e 2 U.S.C. (i 437g(3)(8). 

Acting Centm<Enforcement Docket Supervisor 

Attachment 
Narrative 



The complainant, Brent Christensen, alleges that the Suburbm O"me 
Commission ("S"> a coresorsjum of 11 municipalities, failed t~ provide a 
disclaimer for an advertiisement it placed ix three Chicage newspapers that &e 
corrtplairnant believes csntirixs express advocacy for Representative Hemy Hyde 
and against Senzltw John McCaim. In addition to smming the s(pc as a 
respondent, *the! cosnplainaant mnwd &WE t ~ w p  and mayors. 

.' 

~n response to the c~nipbint,  the SQC de&s that file advertisement 
consiiki.tes express advocacy because it does not urge readers ko vote ECK or 
agnjnst a particuix candidate. The respondent €ukarther asserts that th,is ad is part 
of the Cormission's long-standing practice of public advocacy about issues 
affecting Chicago O"aae's Airport and its contiguous comnunitiies. 

'ms matter is less si icant rdative to other matters pending before the 
f O d S S i Q x l .  
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